CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 10TH MAY 2001. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


David Pike





   
Jim Gale 
 :  Vice Chairman


Jonathan Sykes


   
Amanda Holroyd




David Clark      :   Parish Clerk

ITEM 1 : APOLOGIES

1.1
Apologies were received from:-  David Brown, in Europe on business, and Diane Merritt, delayed at work.

ITEM 2 : ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN

2.1
W Withall was re-elected as Chairman : proposed by D Pike, seconded by J Sykes.

2.2
  J Gale was re-elected as Vice Chairman : proposed by A Holroyd, seconded by D Pike.  

ITEM 3 : APPOINTMENT OF RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER

3.1
D J Clark, Parish Clerk, was appointed as the responsible financial officer: proposed by W Withall, seconded by J Gale.

ITEM 4 :APPOINTMENT OF CHUTE PARISH MEMBERS OF PLAYING FIELD CTTEE 

4.1
M Kyles and L Merritt were re-appointed as the Chute Parish members of the Playing Fields Committee:  proposed by W Withall, seconded by D Pike.

ITEM 5 : DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON AGENDA
5.1
There were no such declarations.

ITEM 6 : APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 5 APRIL 2001 MEETING
6.1
D Pike referred to the final two sentences of Item 4. He stated that this did not reflect his memory of the discussion, neither had he proposed the action as recorded.   J Sykes, recorded as  seconding the action, supported this position.     After discussion the final two sentences of Item 4 were deleted and the minutes, thus amended, were signed as a correct record of the meeting on 5th April 2001.

ITEM 7 : DISCUSSION OF MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF 5 APRIL 2001

7.1
RURAL WHITE PAPER  The Chairman advised that the briefing meeting was now scheduled for 19th May and he would be unable to attend.  J Gale indicated that he would be attending the next WALC meeting and would seek to cover this subject.

7.2
30MPH SIGN     It was noted that the sign, between the Hatchett and Chute Standen, had been re-erected following the latest report by the Clerk to CLARENCE.

7.3
PLAYING FIELD   The Clerk advised that a written ‘Provisional Forward Budget’ had been received from R Cherrington.   It was agreed that this should be circulated for comment: first referral to J gale.   Action : Clerk
7.4
WELL HOUSE    D Pike advised that the thatcher’s latest estimate was that he would begin work in June. 

ITEM 8 : VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT

8.1
The Chairman thanked those who prepared for/supported the community meeting on 28 April and acknowledged the valuable input of P Swift (Pentons) and E White (Kennet DC).  44 people attended :  32 filled out the questionnaires volunteering their services and, of these, 6 had indicated their willingness to serve on the ‘core’ design committee.  All in all a successful meeting.

8.2
J Sykes volunteered to be the PC representative on the Village Design Statement Cttee and this was unanimously approved.   He would now call the first meeting of the committee and advised that SR Hill had volunteered his home as the venue.  

8.3
J Gale proposed that any spare funding should be earmarked to support the Village Design statement project.   On the basis of his assurance on the adequacy of the existing contingency reserve,  this was agreed.

ITEM 9 : FOOT & MOUTH, RE ACCESS TO RIGHTS OF WAY (RoW) 

9.1
At the direction of the Chairman, the Clerk explained the position. In summary:-

9.1.1
The WCC policy had been to close all RoW and then institute a rolling programme of path re-opening.   Chute Parish farmers had co-operated with this.   Five paths had been offered and subsequently opened on 26 April.  A further five had now been offered but had not yet been declared open.

9.1.2
WCC now proposed to reverse their policy by declaring all RoW open and publishing detail of those which, under extremely tight conditions, would remain closed. A decision on this was expected on 16 May.

9.2
The Chairman directed that a statement on the latest position should be published in the Chronicle – as at the publication deadline of 23 May.     Action : Clerk
ITEM 10 : AMENITY SKIPS – TIMING
10.1
It was agreed that these should be provided to the same schedule as before:  Lower Chute September (2001) and Upper Chute March (2002).

ITEM 11 : LENGTHSMEN SCHEME – OPERATION
11.1
The Clerk advised that he had now received detail of the types of  work the Team would do.  a copy of the road map they would work to and confirmation that the next/first visit of the Lengthsmen Team was scheduled for the 25th and 26th June. 

11.2
The Chairman directed that the work description and road map be circulated so that Members could familiarise themselves with this and advise on the areas of the Parish on which they would report.  Further that, once this had been done, the Clerk should be advised of high priority tasks in good time so that he could co-ordinate and liaise with the Lengthsmen Team. Action all Members and Clerk.
11.3
It was noted that the 8060 from Forest House to the C262 at Lower Chute, the 8063 from the C262 through Cadley to Tangley Bottom were all excluded from the Lengthsmen road maintenance map. To be resolved by Clerk. 

Afternote by Clerk : these routes are confirmed with CFPC to be included on the Chute Forest Parish map for Lengthsmen purposes.

ITEM 12 : INSURANCE POLICY - AUTHORITY TO RENEW
12.1
After discussion of the premium quoted by Cornhill Ins PLC for the year commencing 1 June, renewal of the policy  was authorised.

ITEM 13 : PLANNING
13.1
WELL COTTAGE   The Clerk advised that following his inquiries it had been established  that the Kennet Planners were content that the new garage should have clay tiles. This despite the  PC strongly recommending thatch to match the Listed Cottage roof. The application would go to Committee at the end of the month and it seemed that only intervention by the owner was likely to alter this position.  The Chairman said that he had discussed this with the owner. The owner had volunteered to write to the Kenett Planning staff by the 20th May requesting that thatch be agreed. 

13.2
FOXCOTE
It was noted that the application to remove the five holly trees had been approved by KDC.  Inquiries had produced the advice that they were not of sufficient quality to warrant issue of a Tree Preservation Order.

13.3
PLAYING FIELDS – TPO        It was noted that, following circulation of the papers, there was no objection to the proposed issue of the more specific Preservation Order.

ITEM 14 : CORRESPONDENCE
14.1
HOUSE NAME CHANGE  The Clerk advised that Mr J Simpson of ‘Gable End’ Forest lane proposed to change the name of his house to ‘The Old Dovecote’ and had asked if the PC had any objection. Since the building was Listed, he was instructed to advise Mr Simpson that the present name was preferred unless there were some historical basis for the change.  Action : Clerk.

14.2
NEW POLITICAL STRUCTURES     the Clerk quoted a letter received from Kennett DC which advised that:-

14.2.1  The PC choice of a ‘Streamlined Committee System’ (Minutes of 22 Feb Meeting refer) had been adopted as the basis for it’s new Constitution.

14.2.2  The Kennett DC choice of a Standards Committee at District level only (Circulated without objection 6 March) had now been adopted as policy.   Detail of membership to follow.

ITEM 15 : FINANCE
15.1
Cheques were approved to pay WALC/NALC subscription (£70.11) and Cornhill Insurance (£233.51).  Proposed by D Pike, seconded by J Sykes, signed by J Gale and W Withall.

ITEM 16 : ANY OTHER BUSINESS
16.1
STREET FOOTBALL   Two members of the public attended and asked to raise this issue.  Exceptionally, the Chairman invited them to speak.  A case was made for some form of action to prevent teenagers playing football outside the houses and around cars – particularly well into the evening hours.    The Council Meeting then resumed and it was agreed that, at this stage, the matter was one for the Shaftsbury Housing Association.  The Chairman agreed to write to the Association management raising the issue.  Action : Chairman
16.2
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING - MINUTES    D Pike stated that concerns had been expressed at the meeting by a Mr M Parker over the possibility of damage by lorries to walls verges etc when development of Green Farm Cottages began but this was not reflected in the minutes.  The Clerk was directed to amend the proposed minutes – D Pike to provide words.   Action : D Pike & Clerk.
16.3
J Sykes stated that he would undertake to ensure that the builders were properly briefed and would advise Mr Parker that this would be done.   Action : J Sykes.
16.4
RUBBISH TIPPING    J Gale noted that some rubbish had been dumped in a hedgerow and expressed concern that this should not become common.  The Council shared the concern : D Pike and J Gale agreed to keep a watching brief.   Action : J Gale & D Pike.

 16.5
WELCOME LEAFLET  A Holroyd called for advice of any necessary amendments to the leaflet.

16.6
PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF PARISH    A Holroyd proposed to initiate such a historical record.  Subject to there being no duplication with the Design Statement Project, it was agreed in principle that this should have the blessing of the Parish Council.

ITEM 17 : NEXT MEETING
17.1
The date of the next scheduled meeting was confirmed as Thursday 21 June at 7.30 pm in the village hall.   There being no further business the Chairman then closed the meeting…
